
 
 
 

Corporal Douglas Arthur Wood - 5051796 

1st Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment 
Born 1918 
Killed in action 22nd February 1945, Age 27 
 
Born Hinckley and living in Burbage 
Husband of Mrs Kate Wood 
Son of Mr Albert and Mrs Charlotte Wood 
Deanwood, Coventry Road, Burbage 
 
Taukkyan War Cemetery, Myanmar, Burma 
Plot 27, Row H, Collective Grave 1-17 
 
Burbage War Memorial 
Wesleyan Memorial 
 
 
 
Douglas Wood was born in the last year of WW1 in 1918. In 1939, at the age 
of 21, he married local girl Kate Hill, whose parents were stewards at the 
Constitutional Club, at the Wesleyan Church in Burbage. 



 

Kate was a nursing auxiliary at Hinckley 
Hospital and Douglas worked at the 
Sketchley Dye Works. Just eight months 
after their wedding Douglas was called up 
in 1940. After two years’ service at various 
postings, Douglas was sent out east in 
1942. In late 1944 and early 1945, the 
allied army launched offensives into Burma 
intending to recover the country including 
Rangoon the capital from the Japanese 
before the onset of the Monsoon in May. 

The Japanese Burma Area Army 
attempted to forestall the main allied attack 
on the centre of the country by withdrawing 
their troops behind the Irrawaddy River. 
They hoped the allies lines of 
communications would be overstretched 
trying to cross this obstacle. However, the 
advancing British Fourteenth Army 
switched it axis of advance to outflank the 
main Japanese armies. 

During February and March, the 
Fourteenth Army secured bridgeheads 
across the Irrawaddy on abroad front. On 
March 1st units of IV corps captured the 
supply centre of Meiktila throwing the 
Japanese into disarray and turning the tide 
of the war in Burma. 

Unfortunate Douglas did not live to see this 
as he was shot walking through the jungle 
by a Japanese sniper and killed instantly 
on 22nd February 1945.     Hinckley Times 16th March 1945 

Douglas was buried at the largest of the three war cemeteries, Taukkyan in 
Burma. Some years after the war, Kate 
his widow married Fred Chandler who had 
been with Douglas when he died. They 
had two sons the eldest named Douglas.  

In 1985, Kate was selected along with a 
hundred other war widows and veterans 
to tour around Singapore and Burma and 
visited many of the war cemeteries. The 
visit was organised by the Royal British 
Legion. 



 

Some forty years after he had died Kate finally visited her husband’s grave 
where she saw the inscription she had chosen for his stone ‘Worthy of 
everlasting remembrance’. 

In 1996, the War Memorial Gardens were replanted and Kate contributed to 
the fund. In 1999, the actual memorial was renovated and new gates added. 

Throughout her long life, Kate never missed a Remembrance Day Service 
and always laid a wreath. After her death in 2003, the family have carried on 
this tradition. 

There are two memorials to 
Douglas in the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church in Burbage. 
One a large copper plaque 
attached to the communion 
table with the names of the four Methodists that killed in WWII, F Holyoak, H 
Letts, H Howkins and D Wood. Kate rescued this from a skip when the church 
was being renovated and was eventually reinstated in the Church in 2004. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Kate Chandler (formerly Wood) 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Grave Report 
 
 

 

Taukkyan War Cemetery 


